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Rahminder Bhatia, Community Development Officer for Wells 
Fargo presented a check in the amount of $15,000 to Lifehouse 

to continue its affordable housing efforts. Partially as a result of Wells 
Fargo funding over the last few years, Lifehouse has been instrumental 
in creating awareness in Marin County about our clientele’s needs for 
more affordable housing. We want to continue to build on this success 
and on the Lifehouse name as a viable partner in affordable housing 
within this county. The Lifehouse Board of Directors has reaffirmed its 
commitment to this strategic priority and continues to have an Afford-
able Housing Committee. Lifehouse Vice President and COO Barry 
Benda serves on the board of West Bay Housing Corporation whose 
mission is to provide affordable housing for people with developmental 
disabilities.

With the support of Wells Fargo, Lifehouse will continue to play an 
important role in developing affordable housing for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. We applaud Wells Fargo for its support of 
Lifehouse and many other deserving nonprofits in Marin County. 

Pictured L to R:  Elliot Bien, Immediate Past Board 
Chair, Lifehouse Board of Directors; Nancy Dow Moody, 
President & CEO; Rahminder Bhatia, Community 
Development Officer, Wells Fargo; Nancy Riess, 
Development Director and Justin Mace, Lifehouse Board 
of Directors. 

Lifehouse Receives Grant of $15,000 from Wells Fargo Bank

Gayle Peterson, Great Chefs 
Committee Member and Tracy 
Redig, Great Chefs Co-Chair 
demonstrate with the willing Huey 
Lewis how passengers are treated on 
the exclusive SeaDream Yacht Club 
cruise, offered to two lucky couples as 
part of the Live Auction items. 

Stuart Campbell, 
winner of Bud E. Luv 
jacket with Bud E. Luv. 

Our Great Chefs of Marin event was held 
on Saturday, April 25, 2009 at Fireman’s 

Fund Insurance Company in Novato. We thank 
our returning sponsors:  Presenting Sponsor, 
Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company; Platinum 
Sponsors, Brydon Hugo & Parker and first time 
in this category, Brayton Purcell; Emerald Spon-
sors, Craford Benefit Consultants and new first 
time sponsor, Marin Community Foundation. 
This year’s event also marked the 55th year that 
Lifehouse has been providing services to indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities. 

This event continues to be our major fund-
raiser, and although results came in at $300,000 
compared to last year’s $400,000; given the eco-
nomic times, we are pleased with the results. 
In addition to our sponsors, the success of this 
event is made possible by our new and return-
ing guests, participating restaurants, wineries 
and other beverage providers, donors and vol-
unteers. See pages 5 and 6 for details.

An Enchanted Evening

Save the date! Next year’s event 
 is on Saturday, April 24, 2010!
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I hope you are enjoying your summer! 
Six months into the year and the end of Life-
house’s fiscal 2009 year. As we finalize our 
budget numbers for the 2009-2010 fiscal year, 
we realize there are still unknown factors 
which could impact our expectations. Like 
many nonprofits and businesses, Lifehouse 
has experienced a decline in our fundraising 

dollars. Fees that we receive from the State of California were 
also reduced by 3% going forward and retroactive to February. 

The beginning of a new fiscal year allows us to start anew. 
In response to the economic climate, we are identifying ways 
to cut costs and looking for new modes of fundraising. We 
hope we will not be subject to additional reductions due to 
the uncertain state budget. We also do not foresee any reduc-
tion in Lifehouse staff. As we look at the year ahead, we are 
hopeful that we will be able to adapt to the new economic en-
vironment while continuing to be successful in our mission.

We appreciate so many of you supporting our Great Chefs 
of Marin event this past April. Great Chefs is our major fund-
raising event, and your continued support each year is vital to 
the success to our success. We are optimistic about the future 
and are truly grateful for all the support you’ve given us even 
in these challenging times. Your continued support coupled 
with our staff ’s passion and dedication of our clients ensures 
Lifehouse will be able to continue to provide our clients with 
the same quality programs and services we are known for.

We thank all of you for your continuing support and belief 
in our mission. Please do what you can to support us through 
this period. It was wonderful to see so many of you at our an-
nual picnic on Sunday, July 19 at Corte Madera Town Park. 
Mark your calendar for our Annual Awards Banquet on Fri-
day, September 11 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in San Rafael. 
These events are our clients’ favorites. Please come, I know 
you’ll enjoy it.

Sincerely,

Nancy Dow Moody
Meet New Lifehouse Board Member Eric Aanes

Eric Aanes is the President of Titus 
Wealth Management, serving affluent indi-
viduals and families in Northern California, 
with an emphasis on retirement preparation 
and post-retirement management. He has 17 
years of experience in the financial industry, 
holding senior management positions with 
multiple institutional asset managers. Eric is 
an avid golfer and resides in Kentfield with 
his wife and two children. 

The President’s Corner Message from the Board of Directors Chair
Welcome and please join our board as we 

launch our new fiscal year which began on 
July 1. 2009. It is a privilege to follow Elliot 
Bien and serve as Lifehouse’s new board chair. 
Thank you Elliot for your heartfelt work this 
past year. 

I am starting my eighth year on the Life-
house Board ofDirectors and have been for-

tunate to work with and be in the company of some of the 
best in board and nonprofit leadership. I promise to do my 
best, along with the leadership of the board and the organi-
zation, to support our clients, their parents, families and the 
staff who do Lifehouse’s work everyday. Lifehouse has the 
strength of its people to meet the opportunities and chal-
lenges that are ahead.

Speaking of challenges, like all non profit organizations, 
we have some…Starting with a 3% reduction in the fees we 
receive for services. The State budget, at the time of this writ-
ing, is still not passed so the backdrop of our work remains 
vague. Unfortunately we may see more fee reductions down 
the line. We are well aware that Lifehouse is not alone, many of 
us either directly or indirectly have felt the impact of our re-
cent economy. These two facts combined are impetus enough 
for all of us to continue our support of Lifehouse which has 
been providing services since 1954.

We are a mission driven organization with crystal clear 
purpose and focus. When everything around us seems fuzzy 
and unpredictable, just blink and what Lifehouse is all about 
will have as much clarity as that perfect form created by the 
careful and precise focus of a child’s kaleidoscope. Our board, 
with your support, looks forward to fulfilling their responsi-
bilities. In advance, thank you….

Sincerely,

Pat Kendall, Chair, Board of Directors

Lifehouse Board of Directors Elects New Officers

For the 2009-2010 fiscal term, officers elected include Pat 
Kendall, Chair; Joe Meylan, Vice Chair; Gary Phillips, Trea-

surer and Steve Meeker, Secretary. New Board Member Eric 
Aanes was elected to serve a three-year term commencing July 
1, 2009. We thank Jane Coyne for serving for nine years, the 
maximum allowed, and hope that she will return in the future. 
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T r u e   B l u E  S u p p o r t e r s
The following gifts were contributed from January 1, 2009 through May 31, 2009

RUBY DONORS
($5,000 and up)
Jones-Smith Foundation

EMERALD DONORS
($1,000-$4,999)

Allensby Charity Fund Trust
Paula and Charles Collins
Edie and William Dagley
Melissa and Brian Dantzig
Duckworth Dixon 

Charitable Foundation
Barbara Bell and Peter Garvey
The Thomas Hodge 

Foundation
Anne Kaiser
Casey and John Leones
Marin Charitable Association
Mrs. Charles M. Martin
Peet’s Coffee & Tea
Jeffrey Qvale
Sharon and James Sides
Gloria and Paul Stanier
Ancella and Tom Toldrian

SAPPHIRE DONORS
($100-$999)
Claire Ades
Knud Andersen
Susan and Jerry Angel
Bassing Painting, Inc.
Dione Bowers
Jerry Cahill
Barbara Carbone
Donna Cohen
Craig Collins
Community Health  

Charities of California
Patty and Mike Davis
Denise and Anthony DePaolo
Mrs. Albert A. DeVoto
Peg Dueringer and John Dodge
Lorn Dreitzler
Margaret Rose Duggan
Lt. Col. Donald Eberhardt
Carolina and Juan Escobar
Kristy and Ronald Fedrick
Marlys and John Feldmann
Christine Jeschke and 

Christopher Fesler
Nancy Sequeira and 

Robert Fesler
Dennis Fisco
Nancy and Michael Funk
Gentle Care Agency

Ghilotti Brothers 
Construction

Nina and John Gladish
Carla and Howard Greenwald
Marilyn and Max Herzog
Carol Hudson
Julie and Scott Jones
Stanley Kataoka
La Salandra & Guthrie
Deborah N. Matthies Fund
Paula and Tim McGowan
John McKeever
Joy Jorgensen and  

Steve McKeever
Paulette Moe
Sally and Larry Norton
Lynn Pulliam
Kristin and Ben Quick
Paula and William Raudio
Lesly and Ralph Robinson
Elaine and John Rohr
Maggie Salenger
Lanthia and Julius Scott
Jenna and Paul Smith
Ella and Joe Spinelli
Brookelyn Sproviero
Robert T. Stenson
Albert Stuebing
Maureen Ann Sweeney
Tamalpais Bank
Karen and Stephen Tamborski
Larry Thorstenberg
Paula and Andrew Valla
Lee and William Walsh
Nancy and Glenn Westreich
Patty and Barry Wood
Pat and Tak Yamamoto
Paula and Domenic Zigant

OPAL DONORS
(UP TO $99)
Roseanne Alioto
Barry Benda
Jessica and Frank Biele
Lori Boll
Denise and Tom Bowstead
Jane and Rodney Bracken
Carol Burton
Rita and Martin Castro
Sheila and Carlos Chavez
R. Chu
Cindy Condit
Barbara and David Costamagna
Linda Craig
Dorrie Dodge
Katrina Ferreyra

Vivienne Freeman
Virginia Garcia
Gabriella Gazzano
Lisa Goldfien
Susan Gordon
Andrew Gori
Barbara Gori
Marcia and Robert Gori
Irma Gray
Mary C. Herold
Kevin Hudgins
Ruth Hughes
Doris Kanat
Jolie Kanat
Aron Kidane
Lucianna Lehmann
Carol Loughlin
Margy and Frank Loughran
Vivian and Kenneth Malcy
Josie and William McGann
Vickie and Duane McPherson
Kathleen and Stephen Meeker
Kija and Anoosh Mizany
Barbara Musser
Diane and Robert Neuhaus
Douglas Oliver
Mark Palter
Lois Press
Ken Preston
Virginia and Charles Quick
Alana Ramund
Tracy and Gene Redig
Barbara and Joel Renbaum
Phyllis Richardson
Nancy and  Tom Riess
Sara and Spike Schulist
Carole Selig
Val Sherer
Karen Short
Simplicity: Holistic  

Body Care
Jake Smallwood
Patsy Tamborski
Beverley Tanem
Kirk Thole
Rhea and Ruben Valtierra
Donna and Homi Vazifdar
Patty and Craig Waller
Tim Whitbord
James Wickham
Pamela Williams
Mardianne Wilson
Chris and Stephen Wilsey
Paul Winward

IN MEMORY OF
Stephen R. Douglas
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Douglas
Barbara Fernbacher
Mr. George Fernbacher
Rob Mackey 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Kelly
Joe, Lou and Prish Nannery
Mr. Dave Chicoine
Dr. John D. Wheat   
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Spinelli

IN HONOR OF
Elliot Bien
Jane Kahn and Michael Bien
The Dizon Family & Friends        
Sue and Glenn Dizon
Gail Garcia
Mrs. Virginia Garcia
Allan and Nancy Herzog  
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Odenberg
Holly James
Mr. and Mrs. William James
Deborah Levy 
Nancy and Craig Branigan
Lydia and Anthony Cameron
Daniel and DeReath Collins 

(Endowment Fund)
Fran and Walter Hall
Marguerite and Alexander Ross
Sisters of Saint Dominic
Elaine and John Rohr

Endowment Fund
Collins Family

IN-KIND
(Gift Certificates, Raffle Prizes  

& Tickets)
Auto Solutions
Tammy Avery
Anne Kaiser
PC System Services

PRINT
GPM

MARIN AUTISM 
collaborative 
Lindamood-Bell Learning 
Processes
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Out and About with Lifehouse

Viva Las Vegas

A group of 20 clients and five staff 
took off for Las Vegas the week of 

June 15. Lifehouse staff Mario New-
ton, Shaun Duncan, Pat Bryant, and 
Lorie Christofferson planned the trip 
chock full of activities from dinner at 
Harrah’s buffet to touring the M & M 
store. Some clients were able to attend 
shows, for those who could not afford 
it the counselors had a list of free shows 
such as the Volcano at the Mirage, 
Fountains at the Bellagio and a pirate 
show at Treasure Island hotel. Pictured 
(below) is a breakfast at Margaritaville.

Staff Retreat

This year’s Staff 
Retreat was 

held on Thursday, 
June 25 at the Head-
lands Institute. It 
was attended by 62 
staff – a 30% increase in attendance! 
Lifehouse thanks Steven Hoffman and 
Annie Palmer of Human Synergy for 
donating their time to plan and facili-
tate our retreat. Steve has been working 
with Lifehouse for over 10 years and 
has facilitated at our Board Retreats 
and that of the Golden Gate Regional 
Center. Staff were put in teams of six to 
eight, and working with only natural 
ingredients found on the beach, came 
up with unique and creative ways to 
symbolize Lifehouse. Although it was 
freezing at the beach, each team perse-
vered! After lunch, staff were treated to 
chair massages and live music.

Human Race

On Saturday, May 9, thanks to Lifehouse 
staff Kate O’Connor, about a dozen or 

more clients walked and rolled the 3.5 mile 
course. Board Members Nancy Branigan 
and Stephen Meeker also participated, al-
though they are not sharing their finish 
time! Lifehouse also had a table at the fair 
“womanned” by Carole Selig and Nancy 
Riess. The event raised about $1,000 for 
Lifehouse. Thank you to everyone who sup-
ported us.

Our 2nd Annual Motorcycle Fund-
raiser was held on Sunday, May 

31, once again sponsored by the Har-
ley Davidson Dealership, Corte Madera 
and Novato, and the Harley Own-
ers Group, Golden Gate Chapter. The 
riders took a three hour ride through 
West Marin and came back to a bar-
beque lunch and music performed by 
the Miles Schon Band (Miles is the son 
of Neal Schon of Journey). The event 
raised $2,400 for Lifehouse. In addition 
to our sponsors, thank you to all of the 
volunteers and raffle donors! 

2nd Annual Motorcycle Fundraiser

Ham Radio Training

Thanks to a grant from 
The Bothin Foundation 

of $20,000, Lifehouse has pur-
chased disaster equipment for 
our nine group homes to en-
sure that our clients are safe 
and protected during any emer-
gency. The grant also funded an 
emergency communications system 
which includes HAM radio systems 
for eight locations and handheld HAM 
radios as well. The one-day training 
and testing for the Ham Radio opera-
tion took place at the Lifehouse office 
(photo right).
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Welcome Brent Kush, our New Direc-
tor of Administration and Finance. 

Prior to joining Lifehouse, Brent was the 
Chief Financial Officer for The Sak, a pri-
vately held fashion accessories company. 
He was responsible for accounting and 
finance as well marketing, merchandis-
ing, real estate and e-commerce. He also worked at the Big 
4 Accounting firm of PriceWaterhouse Coopers. Brent holds 
a B.A. in Economics and a Master of Business Administra-
tion from U.C. Berkeley and the Haas School, respectively. 
He has volunteered extensively for the Arc of San Francisco 
and is looking forward to working with our clients and staff 
in Marin and Sonoma Counties.

Welcome to Angela Abbey, our new 
Development Associate. She will 

work with Nancy Riess and be responsible 
for Lifehouse events, volunteers, newsletter 
and assist with the Great Chefs of Marin 
event. Angela comes from a retail back-
ground having worked at Bare Escentuals 
where she was a Senior Manager as well as 
the Gap. She is a highly organized and motivated individual 
and in her short time at the office, has already started to tack-
le the upcoming picnic and awards banquet.

In Memory
It is with sadness that we report the passing of John 

(Tom) McKeever, Sr. an important and long-time sup-
porter of Lifehouse. He is survived by sons John McKeever, 
Jr., Lifehouse San Anselmo client; Steve McKeever, Nova-
to, former Lifehouse Board Member and daughter Nancy 
Funk of Oregon as well as many grand children and great 
grandchildren. He will be missed.

One of our former valued employees, Elsa Goodhope, 
has passed away. She worked for Lifehouse for almost 

20 years in our accounting department and had kept in 
contact with Jane Bracken, also in Accounting and Carol 
Loughlin, Corte Madera House Manager. Jane remembered 
that Else worked at Lifehouse before computers were used 
and decided to leave when computers were introduced!

Staff NewsRickey’s Restaurant

Thank you to Rickey’s Restaurant for hosting a fundrais-
ing dinner for Lifehouse on Wednesday, May 13. Rickey’s 

generously donated 40% of the day’s bar and food proceeds 
resulting in $800 for Lifehouse. Thank you to Board President 
Elliot Bien and his wife Anne Zishka for joining us for the 
event. Several staff and clients attended as well. House Man-
ager Ed Collins knew his clients couldn’t afford a full dinner 
so instead they had dessert first and then went on to a more 
affordable place!

Enjoying 
dinner at 
Rickeys

Corte Madera House gets painted

A group of Boston College alumni contacted Lifehouse 
about a project for a large group of people including their 

children. With the help of Tony Street, Lifehouse Maintenance 
Staff, the group was able to paint the outside of Corte Madera 
house in one day. House Manager Carol Loughlin graciously 
provided lunch for the crew.

Annual Awards Banquet  
Save the Date! – September 11, 2009

Mark your calendars. Come celebrate as we honor 
community members, staff and our clients for their 

accomplishments. Call Lifehouse at 472-2373 x320 or aab-
bey@lifehouseagency.org for more information. 
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Participating Restaurants
Boca Steak

Buckeye Roadhouse
Bungalow 44

Club Restaurant at McInnis Park
Comforts

Donsuemor Madeleines 
E & O Trading Company

Frantoio Ristorante & Olive  
Oil Company

Hanna’s Italian 
Mediterranean

Il Davide Restaurant
Il Fornaio
Insalata’s
Left Bank
Marinitas

Murray Circle 
Pacific Catch

Piatti
Poggio

Rickey’s Restaurant & Bar
Saylor’s Restaurant & Bar

Seafood Peddler
Sweet Things

Sushi Ran
Tru Gourmet

Whole Foods Market
WildFox Restaurant

Yankee Pier

Participating Wineries 
 and other Libations
B.R. Cohn Winery

Burgess Cellars, Napa Valley
Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards & 

Winery
Duckhorn Vineyards, 

Paraduxx & Goldeneye
Dutton-Goldfield Winery

Ehlers Estate
Frank Family Vineyards

Galante Vineyards
Grgich Hills Estate

The Hess Collection
J Vineyards & Winery

Landmark Vineyards
Louis Latour

Mumm, Napa
Paradise Vineyards

Pride Mountain Vineyards
Robert Craig Winery
Rudd Oakville Estate

St. Supery Vineyards and 
Winery

Silver Oak/Twomey Cellars
Sonoma Coast Winery

Star Lane/Dierberg 
Vineyards

Starry Night
ZD Wines

The Bean Coffee Company
Blue Angel Spirits

FIJI Water
The Margarita King

Marin Brewing Company
Moylan’s Brewing Company

SKYY Spirits 

Thank You to All Our Restaurant & Beverage Participants 

Chef Joseph 
Humphrey, 
Murray Circle 
at Cavallo 
Point prepares 
Spring Garlic 
“Vichyssoise” 
(right)

It isn’t a barrel 
of monkeys 
– rather an 
autographed 
Jack Daniels 
whiskey barrel 
– one of the 
many auction 
items available 
at the event

Great Chefs 
Committees 

Co-Chairs
Tracy Redig

Lydia Cameron

Steering
Stacey Bruno
Bea Brydon
Patty Davis 

Maureen Gardner
Lisa Goldfien 
Marcia Gori

Fran Hall
Robert Karfiol
Eileen Kilgariff

Esther Lee
Nancy Dow Moody

Gayle Peterson
Lois Press

Ginny Quick
Nancy Riess
Val Sherer

Sharon Sides
Chris Wilsey

Betsy Young

Wine 
Sid Sall, Chair
Jerry Angel
Ed Coyne

Skip Granger
Allan Herzog

Rob McFadden
Susan McFadden

RIck Mendell
Gayle Peterson
Mike Popovich

Thank You to All Our Participants — 2009 Great Chefs of Marin

Emerald Sponsors

Platinum SponsorsPresenting SponsorHuey Lewis, Chairman 
Bud E. Luv, Celebrity

Heidi Insalata Krahling, 
Culinary Host
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Alice Martin (third from right) with her family and friends

Specials from our Participating 
Restaurants and Wineries

Some of our Great Chefs restaurants and wineries 
have teamed up with Lifehouse to offer specials for 

our 2009 Great Chefs of Marin guests. Restaurants will 
offer a one-time free glass of wine or dessert and win-
eries will offer a two for one tasting. Please visit these 
participants:

✓✓B. R. Cohn Winery  

✓✓Burgess Cellars

✓✓Ehlers Estate

✓✓Dutton-Goldfield

✓✓Galante Vineyards

✓✓Landmark Winery

✓✓Rickey’s Restaurant*

✓✓Robert Craig Winery

✓✓Saylor’s Restaurant and Bar

✓✓Wildfox

*If you dine at Rickey’s, tell your service that you want 10% 
of the proceeds to go to Lifehouse. Rickey’s has graciously 
offered this to Lifehouse on an ongoing basis.

Fugazi Travel, a long time 
supporter of Lifehouse, 

will donate a portion of the 
proceeds for any travel booked 
through them. 

www.fugazitravel.com

Vivian Lee Designs will 
donate 5% of any jewelry 

purchase to Lifehouse. 

www.vivianleedesigns.com

Thank you to the Great Chefs of Marin Committee 
Chairs, Tracy Redig and Lydia Cameron and to all 

committee members. The event would be impossible 
if not for your commitment and support of Lifehouse. 
We’re pleased that Tracy and Lydia will co-chair the 
2010 event and two new members have joined the 
committee:  Julie Jones, parent of Lifehouse client Al-
lison Jones and Vivian Malcy, a Lifehouse supporter 
and Great Chefs Volunteer for many years.

Gold Level
Ed and Jane Coyne

Allan and Nancy Herzog 
Marin Sanitary Service

Morton & Bassett Spices
John Morre and Jane Ferrante

Susan and Mark Schatzberg

Silver Level
Autodesk

Bank of Marin

Elliot Bien and Anne Zishka
Canyon Equity, LLC

Scott and Jennifer Fearon
Herbst Foundation

Hub International Ins. Brokers
Kaiser Permanente, 

 San Rafael

Mrs. Charles L. Martin
The Mechanics Bank

Mount Tamalpais Mortuary  
and Cemetery

Titus Wealth Management
Donna and Homi Vazifdar

Wells Fargo

Other Sponsors
Media
Marin IJ

Print 
GPM  Print-Mail Solutions

Stemware Sponsor 
Mount Tamalpais Mortuary and 

Cemetery

Table Sponsors

Homi and Donna Vazifdar 
(Donna is on the Lifehouse 
Board of Directors). 
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Calendar of Events

Annual Awards Banquet
Friday, September 11, 2009

Embassy Suites Hotel, San Rafael

Connecting People to Resources
An Autism Information and Resource Fair

Saturday, September 12, 2009, 8:30 am – 1:30 pm
Dominican University

Register at karensupportsu@comcast.net

Marin Autism Lecture Series
September 15, 2009 and Ongoing

Register at http://signup.marinschools.org
Marin County School of Education

1111 Las Gallinas, San Rafael

Lifehouse Board of Directors Meetings
September 17, 2009, November 19, 2009

January 21, 2010, March 18, 2010
June 17, 2010

Meetings are held at the Lifehouse Office

Annual Holiday Party
Monday, December 14, 2009

Novato Dance (monthly)
1st Saturday Night

Larkspur Dance (monthly)
3rd Friday night

Please contact Lifehouse for more information.

Lifehouse News
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Nancy Dow Moody 
Vice President/COO

Barry Benda
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Photography 
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