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2009 Great Chefs of Marin 

Fabulous food! Fabulous wine! All around fabulous! If you haven’t attended before, 
make this year’s New Year’s resolution to do just that! We are pleased to say that all of 

our 2008 sponsors have returned for the 2009 event:  Founding Sponsor, Fireman’s Fund 
Insurance Company; Platinum Sponsors Brayton Purcell and Brydon Hugo & Parker; 
Emerald Sponsor, Craford Benefit Consultants, and, new this year,  the Marin Commu-
nity Foundation.

Huey Lewis returns as chairman of the 
event. The fabulous Bud E. Luv, also known as 
Bobby Vickers, returns with his full orchestra. 
As always, we have outstanding restaurants and 
wineries who have been participating in the 
event since its inception! We’ve lined up some 
live auction items to die for! Imagine a week 
at Rancho La Puerta for four in a hacienda. Or 
how about four of you on a SeaDream Yacht 
Club cruise where you’ll be with only 56 couples 
and 96 crew! Reservations to the Great Chefs of 
Marin can be made by calling our office. 

The Marin Autism Collaborative (MAC) has been 
growing this winter! Reflecting their commitment 

to MAC, the Lifehouse Board of Directors decided to 
support a half-time Coordinator to further promote the 
work of the group. Katrina Ferreyra was hired in De-
cember for this position and is based at Lifehouse. She 
is supporting the MAC Steering Committee, working on 
funding proposals for MAC projects, and continuing the 
work on the website: www.marinautism.org. 

MAC has also welcomed two new organizations as mem-
bers of the Steering Committee, Rocio Smith from the State 
Council on Developmental Disabilities Area Board 5, and 
Nora Thompson from Matrix.

The Marin Autism Lecture Series, coordinated by Steer-
ing Committee member Karen Kaplan, has been a great suc-
cess. With excellent speakers, each lecture has drawn crowds 

of over 100 participants. The upcoming lectures include “Ap-
plied Behavior Analysis” by Melissa A. Willa, M.A., BCBA on 
February 18, “Autistic Learning Disabilities & Autistic Learn-
ing Styles” by Dr. Bryna Siegel, Ph.D., UCSF on March 18, 
“Developing Heart and Soul: The DIR/Floortime Approach 
to Family Focused Intervention” by Dr. Barbara Kalmanson, 
Ph.D., Psychologist on April 15, and “The Sensory Enriched 
Classroom” by Amy Buckwalter, OTR/L and Jaime Craine, 
Educational Specialist on May 20. For more information and 
to register, go the MAC website.

The importance of the work of the Marin Autism Col-
laborative was highlighted in the Marin Independent Journal’s 
two-part article on autism on January 4 and January 5, 2009. 
Reporter Rob Rogers highlighted the growing number of 
cases in Marin and the need for greater coordination of re-
sources and services both as children are diagnosed and also, 
importantly, as they reach the teen and adult years.

Gigi and Giovanni, aka The Margarita 
King, return to pour margaritas

Huey and Bud E. Luv confer at the event
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The President’s Corner

Happy New Year! I hope all of your 
holidays were joyful. I began my new 

position as President and CEO of Lifehouse 
on November 1st. As I moved down the hall 
to my new office, I was filled with a sense 
of accomplishment—for myself, for our 
clients, and for Lifehouse. I have been with 
Lifehouse for almost 17 years and consider 
it my home away from home. I bring those 
years of experience with me now and know that I am for-
tunate to have the dedication of our staff, our Board of Di-
rectors, and our donors and funders as I embark on my new 
responsibilities. 

2008 has been a year of change for Lifehouse. We continue 
to be at the forefront of service needs based on our commu-
nity surveys. This led to the formation of the Marin Autism 
Collaborative and a new Teen Recreation Program. However, 
our purpose to improve the quality of life for our clients con-
tinues to be our highest priority. Like me, many of our clients 
and staff have been with Lifehouse for many years. For some 
clients we are their first experience of living away from home 
and their only family. 

2009 will present many challenges. The economic forecast 
is difficult to predict and Lifehouse will need our supporters 
more than ever. Your belief in the importance of the work 
that we do is paramount to our success. Thank you for your 
support! 

Sincerely,

Nancy Dow Moody 

Special Thanks
Thank you again to the English Channel Swim Team for 

choosing Lifehouse as the recipient of its fundraising 
campaign. It was a great effort on the part of the team and an 
inspiration to all of us. We’ll have to find out where their next 
adventure will take them.

Thank you to our supporters who responded so quickly 
to our Emergency Eblast in September during the budget cri-
sis. Your help was most appreciated and was put to immedi-
ate use. Unfortunately, the budget crisis continues to loom 
as Governor Schwarzenegger suggests cutting funds for In-
Home Supportive Services, which many Lifehouse clients 
depend on. Furthermore, once again we may be subject to 
delayed payments, as we were last year, for some of our ser-
vices that we provide, and a program-wide 3% decrease in 
funding. 

Lifehouse would like to acknowledge the grants we have 
recently received from our community:

Marin Charitable Association •	 for our teen recreation/
integration program (TRIP);

Allensby Charity Fund Trust •	 for operating support; 

Horne Family Foundation•	  for operating support.

Thank you to our supporters who have generously donat-
ed to the Debbie Levy Fund. Although she will not be forgot-
ten, through your support she remains close to our hearts.

We’d also like to thank the gardening crew of Dominican 
University. During the 

week of caring and sharing in 
September, they were able to 
landscape our Corte Madera 
house’s front yard and plant 
California native plants and 
those that require less water.

Save the Dates!

On Wednesday, May 13, Rickey’s will be hosting a fund-
raising dinner for Lifehouse. Rickey's is celebrating its 

5th anniversary by giving back throughout 2009! Lifehouse 
will receive 40% of the food and beverage revenue in the 
restaurant that day. Inn Marin will complement this spe-
cial promotion by launching a hosted (open-to-the-public) 
appetizer reception from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. Guests will then 
be invited to order dinner from Rickey’s regular menu. Re-
minders will be sent out in April. Rickey’s is also one of the 
participating restaurants at the Great Chefs of Marin. We 
hope to see you all there.

Join Lifehouse in celebrating the 27th annual Marin 
Human Race on Saturday, May 9, 2009. The race is a 5k 

and takes place at the Marin Center Fairgrounds. Run, walk 
or roll to help us reach our goal of $2,500. 2009 continues 
to be a challenging year due to the unpredictable economic 
forecast, and we look to friends like you who believe in the 
importance of the work that we do. There are many way to 
participate in this fun event, join the race, assist our clients 
along the route, staff our booth, fundraise, or sponsor a cli-
ent at $25. You may register on line at www.cvnl.org as well 
as print out a fundraising form. It’s a great community event 
that can please the entire family. 

Please contact Susan Gordon, Lifehouse Development 
Associate at sgordon@lifehouseagency.org or call (415) 472-
2373 x 320 to sign up today! 
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Out and About with Lifehouse

Nancy Dow Moody, 
President & CEO and 
client Craig Collins

Andrea Fitzgerald with Jonathan Cain from 
Journey

Bill Loughran with Daniel Castro, 
renowned Bay Area blues guitarist

Chris Richey receives his 
present from Santa and 
the cheery elf. 

A grant from the Belvedere Cove 
Foundation helped cover some of the staff 
time at the yacht party.

Yacht Club party

Thank you to the Marin Food 
Bank, St. Patrick’s Church and 

the San Rafael Yacht Club for making 
the holidays memorable for our cli-
ents. With their assistance, our clients 
in need were able to receive gifts and 
a holiday turkey. We also would like 
to thank Judy and David Epstein for 
reading our last newsletter and donat-
ing $200 of gift certificates for Target 
and Best Buy. Lifehouse also had the 
honor of being chosen by Peet’s Coffee 
& Tea for its 2008 Holiday Donations 
Program, held at its San Rafael loca-
tion. All donations were matched by 
the corporate office of Peet’s.

Holiday Party

Our Annual Holiday Party was 
held on Monday, December 15, 

2008 at the Unity Center in Marin, a 
more central location for our clients. 
Beautifully decorated, we feasted on 
lasagna, salad, rolls and dessert. We 
had special entertainment this year. A 
favorite performer of our Corte Mad-
era ladies, Tommy Rox, played his gui-
tar and sang. The fabulous Bud E. Luv, 
the new Master of Ceremonies at the 
Great Chefs also sang, along with sax-
ophonist Elliot Bien, our own Board 
President.

Lifehouse slugs it 
out with Cedars of 
Marin and OFI 
to win the 7th 
Annual Softball 
Championship (left)!

Debbie Levy 
surrounded by 
clients at the 2008 
picnic (right)

National Charity League 
vounteers

Bud E. Luv, Tommy Rox,  
& Elliot Bien

In our last newsletter we thanked the 
HEDCO Foundation for awarding 

Lifehouse a grant in support of a new 
wheelchair accessible van. These vans are 
quite expensive and are used in our ICF 
homes where many clients are non-am-
bulatory and in wheelchairs.

Thanks to North Bay Counselor Bill 
Scott and his music connections, 

two of our North Bay clients were able 
to meet their rock legend idols.
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T  r  u  e    B  l  u  E   S  u  p  p  o  r  t  e  r  s
The following gifts were contributed from August 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008

RUBY DONORS
($5,000 and up)
The Collins Family
Fireman’s Fund Insurance
Dennis and Susan Gilardi
Kathleen Wilsey 

EMERALD DONORS
($1,000-$4,999)
Allensby Charity Fund Trust
Jane Baird 
Nancy and Craig Branigan 
Helene and Harold Broder  
Matthew Chellgren
Paul Chellgren 
Sheila Chellgren
Jay Cohen 
Competitive Engineering, Inc. 
Lori and Joe Cooney 
Ed and Jane Coyne
David Dold
Carol and David Essick
Fenwick Foundation 
Foundation for the Tri-State 

Community
Barbara Bell and Peter Garvey 
Nancy and Allan Herzog
Horne Family Foundation   
Jackson Family Fund
Kaiser Medical Education 

Committee
Casey and John Leones 
Mary and Thomas Lloyd
Anette Harris and Marc Loupe 
Marin Charitable Association 
Marin Community 

Foundation 
Mrs. Charles L. Martin
Dr. Lisa and John A. Mathews 

Family
Jane Miller 
Maybell and Roy Nee
Claude Perasso 
P.L.A.Y. Psychology Learning 

and You
Kristin and Ben Quick
Rotasa Foundation 
Susan and Mark Schatzberg 
Sharon and James Sides 
Claire and Phillip Smith
Linda and Warren Snodgrass
Gloria and Paul Stanier
The Thomas Hodge 

Foundation
Ancella and Tom Toldrian
Travis LaBoy Foundation
Deirdre and Martin Weil

SAPPHIRE DONORS
($100-999)
Adroit Enterprises, LLC 
Lois Claire Stevens and Robert 

Anderson
Donald Angel
Dawn and Bill Aull 
Autism Speaks
Kelley Baer 
Thomas Baldwin
Linda and Bob Banfiel
Bassing Painting, Inc.
Karl Belgum
Marika and Rich Bergsund
Jane Kahn and Michael Bien
Bob Kunst Painting
Clifford Bolton 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer 

and Mr. Stewart Boxer
Cheryl Brooke
Robert Brown
Hank Bruce 
The Buck Trust
Elizabeth and Ronald Caceres
Kathleen King and Gerald 

Cahill
Pat and John Cahill, Jr.
Lydia and Anthony Cameron
Jerome Campane
Mary Carryer
Steven Cherwon
Martha and Dan Cliff
Clipped Wings
Gordon Clute
Donna Cohen, CPA 
Diane and Richard Conner
Marjorie Conover
Pam Cook
Windy and Cory Creath
Joan Cullin
Virginia and Albert DeVoto
John Paul Ditty 
Peg Dueringer and John Dodge
Shawn Dralle 
Rhanda Dunn 
Jody and Lt. Col. Donald 

Eberhardt
Lisa Evers
Kristy and Ronald Fedrick
George Fernbacher
Christine Jeschke and 

Christopher Fesler 
Gary Fiedel
Steven Frappier
Patricia Garbarino and David 

Freitas
Louisa Gillen
Joy Glenwright

Edward Goldstein
Gretchen Graham 
Frankie and John Gray 
Mary and Andrew Greene
Loyal Martin Griffin, Jr.
Joanne and Peter E. Haas, Jr. 

Fund
Carol Hamblin
Lee Hanley
Hazel Carter Hattem 
Kenneth Haupt 
Gillian and Ralph Hayward
Janet Held
Jennie and John Hoehne 
Stan Hoffman
Edith and James Houdek 
Gabriella and Glenn Isaacson
Dixie and William James 
Don Joseph 
Keegan & Coppin 
Laura Key
Trish Kiely
Martin and Eileen Kilgariff
Martha Kitchen
Joseph Koester
Cary Kopstein
Leocadia Korzun
Dean Kristy 
Sarah and Dan Larkin 
La Salandra & Guthrie 
Las Gallinas Lions Club
Esther Lee 
Levi Strauss Foundation
Whitney Werth and Justin 

Mace
Vivian and Kenneth Malcy
Carol and Gordon Manashil
Blair Martin
Kathleen and David Martin
Susan and Michael Mayne 
Vivian and Steve McClure 
Steve McKeever
Lindsay Laven and Bob Means 
Microsoft Matching Gifts 

Program 
Paulette Moe
Liz Montague
Monica Moreno
Jane Ferrante and John Morre 
Barbara Morrison 
Elizabeth Nicholson
Sally and Larry Norton 
La Vey and Brandt Norquist 
Nova Group, Inc. 
Becky Novase
Sue and Robert Novasel
Novato Senior Citizens Club
Karen and Mike Obley

David Ogden
Pacific Catch, Inc. 
Janet Pasha
Michael Perman
Margaret and Alfred Petrofsky 
Virginia Philhower
Sally and Jeff Piehl
Pierpont Investment Trust
Maria and John Pitcairn
Lynn Pulliam
Paula and William Raudio 
Sandra Reinhardt 
Roberts & Ryan Investments 

Inc. 
James Robinson
Elaine and John Rohr 
Gayle Peterson and Marty 

Rubino 
Richard Rush 
Cynthia and David Saitta
Robin and Steve Sancimino 
Sandbox 
Carol and John Sauer
Barbara and Stephen Schwindt 
Michael Sebastiani
Carol and Douglas Sheft
Sisters of Saint Dominic
Mary and Hank Skade 
Jenna and Paul Smith 
Susan Snyder and Steve 

Sockolov 
Harold Sogard 
Ella and Joe Spinelli
Julie Stahl
Barbara and Robert Stenson 
Barbara Stephens
Ellen and John Stiteler
Karen and Stephen Tamborski
Julianne Tantum 
Muriel Tarrant 
Larry Thorstenberg
Tiburon Peninsula 

Foundation
TJ’s Gym - Cross Fit San 

Rafael
Margaret Van Camp
Marjorie Wadsworth
Nicole DeAvilla Whiting 
Patty and Barry Wood 

OPAL DONORS
(up to $99)
Celia Allen
Aleen Andersen
Knud Andersen
Tracy and Andrew Armanino
Sherri Barberelli 
Roy Bateman
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T  r  u  e    B  l  u  E   S  u  p  p  o  r  t  e  r  s
Charles Benet
Lee Angress and Tom Berliner 
Dione Bowers
Sampson Bowers
Denise and Tom Bowstead
Tressa Pique Breslin
Phyllis and Dirck Brinckerhoff
John Brydon 
Peter Bull
Mary Jane Burke
Mary Elizabeth Burton
Edward Callan
Kerry Campane
Jonathan Carlson
Judi Connor 
Gail Conover
Angela Cooke
Sarah Cornwall
Diane and Jerry Current 
Judith D’Amico
Elizabeth Danel
Sveta Darnell
Jaime Daugherty
Bob Della Valle
Sandra Della Valle
Mary Doan
Dorrie Dodge
Pam Double
Jane Duerson
Margaret Duggan
Ann and Mark Elias 
Marlys and John Feldmann
Dora Ford
Duane Franks
Vivienne Freeman
Myra and Shelley Freisinger
Friends of Susan L. Adams
Virginia Garcia
Judith Cohen and Malcolm 

Gissen 
Alan Goldfien 	
Marcia and Bob Gori
Irma Gray
Carla and Howard Greenwald
Fran and Walter Hall
Lorraine and Steven Harris
Mary C. Herold 
Patricia and James Holderman
Holly Huebel
Jennifer Hull 
Mabel Hulsbus
Sandra Hyman
Josehart Construction 

Management
Kaplan Architects
Gill and Stuart Keirle
Gail and Francis Kelly
Coral Kisseberth
Patricia Leahy 

Martha Lee
Harry Levine
Beverly and Myron J. Levy
Margy and Frank Loughran
John Gordon Lunn 
Lucy Lyons
Laurel Marinelli
Irmgard Martin
Steve McKeever
Kathleen and Stephen Meeker
Dot Miller
Anoosh Mizany
Brenda Gates-Monasch and 

Walter Monasch
Morre & Company
Catherine Munson
Jason Nachbar
Diane and Robert Neuhaus
North Bay Industries
Mary O’Donovan 
Tricia O’Hara 
Ojidesigns 
Randi Patten
Susan Felsenthal and Rich 

Perlstein
Maise Peterman 
Mrs. Everett Pezoldt
Keri Pon
Karen and Andrew Popoff
Lois Press
Briana and Gary Price
Ginny and Charles Quick
Dave Rahn 
John Rampa
Tracy and Gene Redig
Barbara and Joel Renbaum
Nancy and Tom Riess
John Riley
Linda and Edward Ronchelli
Tinka and Alexander Ross
John Rumsey
Barbara and Robert Rowe 
Ianthia and Julius Scott 
Betty Schrohe
Sara and Spike Schulist
Ann Schweichler
Robert Shiner 
Val Sherer 
Elizabeth Stiteler
Jane and Scott Stiteler
Brian Stompe
Mary Stone 
Joy and Robert Taylor
Kirk Thole
Nina Trasoff 
Paula and Andrew Valla 
Richard Van Meter
Cathee and Samuel Vaughn
William Wadsworth

Jessica Wagner
Sonia Waters
James Wickham
Joelle Williams
Kitty and Richard Willcutt
Mardianne Wilson
Paul Winward
Diane Larson and Richard Wolf
Pat and Tak Yamamoto
Betsy and Bryant Young

IN KIND
(Gift Certificates, Raffle Prizes & 

Tickets)
Andronico’s Market
Tammy Avery
Pamela and Wayne Cowens
Judy and David Epstein
Jim Corbet’s Ace Hardware
Debbie and Tim Jorstad
Jane Knapp
Van Luu
Phil Paul
Safeway 
United Markets

PRINT
GPM

IN HONOR OF
Patricia Mathews Campane
Jerome Campane
Patricia Coupard
Emily Jacobs
Gail Garcia
Virginia Garcia
The Lifehouse Staff, Hamilton 
House
Pat and Tak Yamamoto
Alexander Held
Janet Held
Allan and Nancy Herzog
Cathy and Roger Odenberg
Laurel Houghton
Susan and Glenn Dizon
Debbie Levy
Marjorie Conover
Pam Cook
Sheryl Exley Nelson
Toby Linn
Edward Goldstein
The Mathews Family
Amy and Dave Davidson
Cody Rahn
Cheryl Brooke

Jake Smallwood
Jennifer Conroy
Joe Spinelli
Liz Montague and Robert 

Shoup
John Stiteler
Jane and Scott Stiteler
Scott Stiteler
Lee Casey
Sheila Chellgren
Laurie Giddins
Elizabeth Sanner
John Sundt
Laura Troup
Jimmy Wade
Albert Butterfield

IN MEMORY OF
Jack Buehler
Justin Mace
Whitney Werth
Dan and Dereath Collins
Ianthia and Julius Scott
G.A.G. Charitable Fund
Maurice Culhane
Morre & Company
Stephen R. Douglas
Ning and Ray Douglas
Barbara Fernbacher
George Fernbacher
Fred Fournier
Sandra Parker
George Garcia
Virginia Garcia
Althea Hamlin
Janet and Peter Grossman
Diva Lippi
David Lippi
George Schrohe, Sr.
Rachel and Samuel Dickman
Patricia Shields
Ella and Joseph Spinelli
Jeanette Stiteler
Biz Stiteler
Aunt Mary
Bill McCubbin’s
Gene Nelson
Leonard Rubin
Lotte Wolf
Emily Jacobs
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Presenting Sponsor

Participating Wineries 
 and other Libations

B.R. Cohn Winery
Burgess Cellars, Napa Valley
Chalk Hill Estate Vineyards & 

Winery
Duckhorn Vineyards, 

Paraduxx & Goldeneye
Dutton-Goldfield Winery

Ehlers Estate
Frank Family Vineyards

Galante Vineyards
Grgich Hills Estate

The Hess Collection
J Vineyards & Winery
Landmark Vineyards

Louis Latour
Mumm, Napa

Paradise Vineyards
Pride Mountain Vineyards

Robert Craig Winery
Rudd Oakville Estate
Silverado Vineyards

Silver Oak/Twomey Cellars
Sonoma Coast Winery

Star Lane/Dierberg Vineyards
Starry Night

ZD Wines

The Bean Coffee Company
Blue Angel Spirits

FIJI Water
The Margarita King

Marin Brewing Company
Moylan’s Brewing Company

SKYY Spirits 

Auction Items  
Valued over $500

Ralph Alexander
Amangani, Jackson Hole, 

Wyoming
Bay Breeze Charters

Bennett Lane Winery
B.R. Cohn Winery

Book Passage
Burgess Cellars

Campton Place, a Taj Hotel
Walter and Fran Hall

Galante Vineyards
Glenn Dizon Designs
Grand Wailea Resort

Hagafen Cellars of Napa Valley
The Hess Collection Winery

Hilton, Sonoma Wine Country
Holland America Line

Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach
 Resort & Spa

Joshua Ets-Hokin 
Photography

Lifehouse Board of Directors
Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & 

Bungalows
Michael Schwab Studio
Napa Premium Outlets

The Pelican Inn
Peter Olivetti Photography
Pride Mountain Vineyards

Re/MAX
Robert Craig Winery

Rudd Oakville Estate
Schumacher Photograph

Spacial Design
Stanford Inn by the Sea

Tuition Funding Solutions
Verite Estate

Ventana Inn & Spa
Chris and Stephen Wilsey

Table Sponsors
Gold Level

Ed and Jane Coyne
Allan and Nancy Herzog 

Hub International Ins. Brokers
Marin Sanitary Service

John Morre and Jane Ferrante
Susan and Mark Schatzberg

Silver Level
Autodesk

Bank of Marin
Elliot Bien and Anne Zishka

Canyon Equity, LLC
Hub International Ins. Brokers
Kaiser Permanente, San Rafael

Jennifer and Scott Fearon
Mrs. Charles L. Martin
The Mechanics Bank

Mount Tamalpais Mortuary 
and Cemetery

Titus Wealth Management
Donna and Homi Vazifdar

Wells Fargo

Participating 
Restaurants

Boca Steak
Buckeye Roadhouse

Bungalow 44
Club Restaurant at McInnis Park

Comforts
E & O Trading Company

Frantoio Ristorante & Olive 
Oil Company

Hanna’s Italian Mediterranean
Il Davide Restaurant

Il Fornaio
Insalata’s Restaurant

Jason’s Restaurant
The Lark Creek Inn

Left Bank
Pacific Catch

Piatti
Poggio

Rickey’s Restaurant and Bar
Saylor’s Restaurant and Bar

Seafood Peddler
Sushi Ran

WildFox Restaurant
Yankee Pier

Emerald Sponsors

Dinner, Dance and Auction
Saturday, April 25, 2009

Fireman’s Fund, Novato 
Black Tie

Great Chefs 
of Marin 

2009

Huey Lewis 
Chairman Emeritus

Bud E. Luv 
Celebrity Chair

Heidi Insalata Krahling   
Culinary Host

Platinum Sponsors

Auction Highlights
Two staterooms aboard the luxurious 

SeaDream I sailing to the Mediterranean

One week stay for four at  
Rancho La Puerta

Beautifully crafted and autographed 
Bob Weir guitar

Margarita party for 300

Special dinners by chefs Sean Saylor of 
Saylor’s Restaurant and Bar, 

 Munther Massarweh of WildFox,  
and David Haydon of Il Davide

Chef Peter McNee of Poggio hosted by 
Huey Lewis

Huey Lewis harmonica and backstage 
passes to concert

One week stay in Les Saisons, Sun Valley 
luxury condo
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Lifehouse welcomes 
Barry Benda as 

our new Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Oper-
ating Officer. Benda 
assumes the position 
held by Nancy Dow 
Moody who was recently named as the 
organization’s new President and Chief 
Executive Officer following the retire-
ment of long-time agency head Debo-
rah Levy.

Benda joins the staff of Lifehouse 
after 29 years at the Golden Gate Re-
gional Center in San Francisco where 
he served in a variety of capacities, most 
recently as its Chief of Community Ser-
vices. A resident of Oakland for the past 
32 years, Benda also worked at the Re-
gional Center of the East Bay. 

Lifehouse Board Chair Elliot Bien, 
says, “Bringing Barry Benda to Life-
house is an important accomplishment. 
I have no doubt that he will strongly en-
hance an already extraordinary work-
ing team.”

Lifehouse welcomes 
Katrina Ferreyra as 

the Coordinator of the 
Marin Autism Collab-
orative which Lifehouse 
began in May 2007. The 
new position is the latest 
step in the evolution of the Collabora-
tive that was established as part of the 
Lifehouse effort to help families cope 
with the dramatic increase in diagno-
ses of autism spectrum disorder. This 
is a Board approved position to further 
develop the efforts of the collaborative.
Currently, one out of every 150 school 
children in the state of California is di-
agnosed with autism. 

Katrina received her M.A. in Inter-
national Studies from Johns Hopkins 
University and has a B.A. in Public Pol-
icy from Duke University. 

S t a f f  N e w s

Congratulations 
to Nancy Riess, 

our new Develop-
ment Director at 
Lifehouse. Nancy has 
been with Lifehouse 
for almost ten years, and previously held 
the position of Development Manager. 
Nancy has also become the Event Co-
ordinator for the Great Chefs of Marin 
and will continue her work in fundrais-
ing. Prior to Lifehouse, Nancy worked in 
the financial world for 25 years. Having 
decided she no longer wanted to com-
mute to the city, she began at Lifehouse. 
Nancy graduated from San Francisco 
State University with a BA in English 
and received an MBA from golden Gate 
University. 

We are proud to announce that 
both our Fairfax and Corte 

Madera homes received the highest rat-
ing of Excellence in overall service pro-
vision from the Golden Gate Regional 
Center after completion of its Qual-
ity Assurance Evaluation. The rating 
of “Excellence” is not given often. This 
is truly a reflection of our capable and 
committed staff at both these homes. 
Congratulations to Fairfax House Man-
ager Mike Sus and Corte Madera House 
Manager, Carol Loughlin.

Congratulations to Francis Eleazar, 
Trice Padecky and the staff at 

Sunrise I on receiving the first ever zero 
deficiency report from licensing.

Congratulations to Amanda Gra-
cy for winning the 2009 Anchor 

Award of Direct Support Professional 
in the state of California. Amanda is the 
Assistant Administrator for Sun II and 
Nova as well as the Assistant Coordina-
tor for the Teen Recreation Integration 
Program (TRIP). Nominated by Mike 
Sus, ILS/TRIP Coordinator, Amanda 
was chosen from 267 applicants.

(Great Chefs of Marin continued)

Other Sponsors 
Print 

GPM  Print-Mail-Solutions

Committees

Co-Chairs
Tracy Redig

Lydia Cameron

Steering
Stacey Bruno	 Bea Brydon
Patty Davis	 Maureen Gardner
Lisa Goldfien	 Marcia Gori
Fran Hall	R obert Karfiol
Eileen Kilgariff	E sther Lee
Nancy Dow Moody	 Gayle Peterson
Lois Press	 Ginny Quick
Nancy Riess	 Val Sherer
Sharon Sides	 Chris Wilsey

Betsy Young

Wine 
Sid Sall, Chair
Jerry Angel
Ed Coyne

Skip Granger
Allan Herzog

Steve Hohenrieder
Rob McFadden

Susan McFadden
RIck Mendell

Gayle Peterson
Mike Popovich

Welcome to Susan Gordon, part-
time Development Associate.  

She will assume responsibility for Life-
house events, work with volunteers, 
coordinate the newsletter, and assist in 
writing grants

Welcome to our Thrifttown staff: 
Jackie Burgess, coordinator; 

and truck drivers Jose Bolivar Gomez, 
Robert Jackson and Matthew Paladini. 
This is the crew that does all of the heavy 
lifting when picking up your donated 
goods. Look for our new orange color 
cards in your mailbox. Thank you for 
making their jobs easier by placing your 
bagged goods at the curb.
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Calendar of Events

Great Chefs of Marin 
April 25, 2009 

Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company, Novato

Marin Human Race 
May 9, 2009

Fundraiser at Rickey’s Restaurant 
May 13, 2009

Lifehouse Board of Director’s Meetings 
March 12, 2009  May 14, 2009  June 4, 2009

Marin Autism Lecture Series 
March 18, 2009  April 15, 2009  May 20, 2009

Novato Dance (monthly) 
1st Saturday Night

Larkspur Dance (monthly) 
3rd Friday Night

Please contact Lifehouse for more information.

Lifehouse News
100 Smith Ranch Road, Suite 309 

San Rafael, CA 94903 
(415) 472-2373   
(707) 586-1961  

(415) 472-5739 fax 
mail@lifehouseagency.org 
www.lifehouseagency.org

President/CEO 
Nancy Dow Moody 

Vice President/COO 
Barry Benda

Editor 
Nancy Riess

Layout 
Val Sherer

Make your  reser vat ions 

for  the

Great Chefs of Marin

Apr i l  2
5 ,  2009

Preview live and silent 
auction items online at  
www.greatchefsofmarin.org


